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THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
The Boys' Brigade. 

I would like to know what the readers of the Intelli- 
gencer think of the military organizations for boys under 
the auspices of the church and the public schools. 

Is it right to teach boys the art of war, and just at the 
formative age when associations and ideals have the 
strongest influence, and when they are acquiring princi- 
ples and habits for life? Will not the military drill fos- 
ter a love for war, with its dazzle and so called glory? 

Is this not contrary to the example and teachings of 
our Saviour, and to the spirit of the Gospel of Peace ? 

The highest ideal state described in the Bible is when 
"Men shall beat their swords into ploughshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any 
more." Ought not the teaching given our youth to be 
such as will develop the noble and humane, and help 
them to obey the command, " Love thy neighbor as thy- 
self " ? 

Is not this fostering the war spirit in the young con- 
trary to what we believe to be the principles of true civ- 
ilization — the settlement of disputes by arbitration? The 
drill may be advocated by some as an aid to physical 
culture. In an able article on "Fostering the Savage 
in the Young," by B. 0. Flower, editor of the Arena, in 
the August number, he states : " There is probably no 
man in the United States whose judgment in regard to 
physical culture will be universally accepted as more 
authoritative than that of Dr. D. A. Sargent, of Harvard 
University." " The military drill," according to Dr. Sar- 
gent, " does not accomplish the physical culture which 
wholesome gymnastic exercises give." The same article 
states that in the city of Detroit there are twenty-seven 
church military organizations. The Presbyterians have 
seven companies, the Episcopalians six, the Catholics eight, 
the Baptists three, the Congregationalists two, and the Lu- 
therans one. Thirteen of the companies are armed with 
rifles, and one with swords. 

Mention is also made of one in New York city, under 
the protection and support of a church of our own denom- 
ination. The study of tendencies is conceded to be of 
the highest importance. I think the Christian people 
should consider carefully the tendency of this craze for 
military drill. J. 

THE REVIEW OP REVIEWS. 

The first of all interests is peace, and the disappearance 
of the stalwart form of " The Great Emperor of Peace" 
occasioned for a moment a thrill of awe through the Con- 
tinent. But hope springs eternal in the human breast, 
and the manifest rapprochement between England and 
Russia that followed the death of Alexander III. has 
revived the confidence of all those who know that the 
euteute between London and St. Petersburg is the sine 
quA non of tranquillity in Asia. The public both in 
Russia and in England has noted with satisfaction, even 
with joy, the close intimacy between the young Czar and 
his uncle the Prince of Wales. For three long and trying 
weeks — weeks which count for more than as many 
years — the Czar and the Prince stood always side by side 
before the world in public and in private they were not 
less intimate. It is not too much to say that since the 



death of the Czar the Prince of Wales has had his first 
great opportunity of exerting the imperial influence that 
belongs to his exalted position, free from the trammels of 
the Court or the embarrassing anxieties of cabinet min- 
isters. By universal consent the Prince lias risen to the 
hight of his great opportunity, and without meddling in 
politics or playing at diplomacy has done more to place 
the relations of the two Empires on a foundation of per- 
sonal confidence and affection than could have been accom- 
plished by all their statesmen and their ambassadors. 

CONCORD. 

Mr. W. R. Cremer, M. P. — We are sure that we only 
express the feelings of all our readers in trusting that 
Mr. Cremer's mission to the United States to present the 
address to Congress, signed by 354 Members of Parlia- 
ment in favor of the Anglo-American Arbitration Treaty 
may be crowned with success. When this treaty be- 
comes a fait accompli no man will have more just reason 
for pride than our energetic comrade who has worked so 
persistently and enthusiastically in this behalf. 

Conrad F. Stollmeter. — We are glad to learn from 
a Trinidad paper that our veteran friend and comrade has 
apparently quite recovered from the severe accident which 
he met with when travelling in Europe last year. As a 
member of the Legislative Council of Trinidad, Mr. 
Stollmeyer protested against the military vote in a vigor- 
ous speech of which many a younger man might be 
proud. Among other reasons against the vote, he 
pointed out that the volunteer corps would be unable to 
repel a foreign invasion, that the police force was suffi- 
cient to quell any riot or rebellion, that England was 
strong enough to protect her colonies, and that taxation 
was already high enough and could not support expen- 
sive amusements such as playing at soldiers. 



EVENTS OF THE MONTH. 



On the 29th ult. President Cleveland sent a special 
message to Congress on the financial situation. He thinks 
that the real trouble which confronts us is the wide- 
spread and increasing lack of confidence in the ability or 
disposition of the government to pay its obligations in 
gold. Gold is shipped abroad for profit or hoarded at 
home from fear. Such bonds as were authorized twenty- 
five years ago, being payable in coin and not specifically 
in gold, are no longer desired as investments, and so they 
can not be satisfactorily used by the government in the 
present emergency. We have outstanding $500,000,000 

I MADE $75^00 IN A WEEK. 

I have bought several plating machines, but they were either 
not large enough for some articles or they did not work easy, and 
I have never made much money until I obtained the Practical 
Plating Dynamo. This is the electrical machine used in all the 
great gold and silver plating factories, and does the work every 
time. No sooner did people hear that I had this Electrical Dyna- 
mo, than I had more spoons, knives, forks and jewelry than I 
could plate in a month. The first week I cleared $31.50, and the 
second week I cleared $75, and I think by the first of January I 
will have a thousand dollars in cash, and give my farm considera- 
ble attention too. The Plating Dynamo is the thing to use, and 
you can learn to use it in about an hour. Anyone can write to 
W. P. Harrison & Co., Columbus, Ohio, who make these machines, 
for circulars. As this is my first lucky streak, I give my experi- 
ence, hoping others may be benefited as much as I have been. 
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of currency notes redeemable in gold. The law curiously 
enough requires that when these are redeemed they shall 
be reissued. Thus they may be used over and over for 
depleting the treasury. Our bonded interest bearing 
debt has been increased $100,000,000 since January, 
1894, by the two issues of bonds. More than $172,000,- 
000 in gold have been withdrawn from the treasury within 
the year for shipping or hoarding. The depleting pro- 
cess is going on with marked acceleration. The gold 
reserve must speedily be reinforced, if our national credit 
is to be maintained. Au increase of revenue will not cure 
our troubles. There is a comfortable surplus of $63,- 
000,000 in the treasury, but it is not in gold, and does 
not meet our difficulty. The question now is, not how 
much silver ought to be coined, but the question of our 
national credit and what will happen if this collapses. 
$100,000,000 of 5 per cent, bonds will fall due in 1904, 
and $600,000,000 of 4 per cent, ones in 1907. Shall the 
payment of these obligations in gold be repudiated? 
The President is not unfriendly to silver, in proper quan- 
tities, but is unwilling to see gold banished entirely from 
our currency and finances. He therefore recommends 
that the Secretary of the Treasury be authorized to issue 
gold bonds in denominations of $20 and $50 bearing not 
more than 3 per cent, interest, to run for 50 years, for 
the purpose of maintaining a sufficient gold reserve and 
for the redemption and cancellation of the legal tender 
notes, and the silver-purchase treasury notes of 1890. 
Our imports should be paid in gold but all other dues in 
any form of money. 

The President's recommendations are not very favor- 
ably received by his own party and the silver men. The 
Republicans think more revenue is what is wanted. Noth- 
ing is, therefore, likely to be done during this Congress 
to strengthen our failing national credit, much less to 
solve the problem in its more fundamental aspects. 

A reception was tendered to John Burns, M. P., the 
noted English labor leader, in Faneuil Hall, Boston, on 
Jan. 2d. In extent, cordiality and enthusiasm it has 
perhaps never been surpassed by any reception given in 
the famous historic hall. The throng "not only filled 
every inch of space in the hall, but overflowed into the 
streets surrounding the building." 

The new treaty negotiated between this Government 
and Japan has met with opposition in the Senate and has 
been sent back to committee for revision. 

On account of disagreements over the railway conven- 
tions the French Ministry all resigned on the 14th of 
January. The next day the President of the French Re- 
public, Mr. Casimir Perier, handed in his resignation. 
He was led to take this step because of the vote in the 
Chamber on the previous day, the difficulty of securing a 
new Ministry, the criticisms which had been heaped upon 
him for six months and the troubles arising from the 
socialistic movements in the country. He frankly con- 
fessed himself unable to meet the situation. Two days 
later Mr. Felix Faure was chosen President by the Senate 
and House in joint session. Mr. Faure is a moderate 
Republican and his election greatly displeased the So- 
cialists. He was a deputy from Havre, and is a large 
ship-owner and a free-trader. 

The President of the French Republic is a much less 
important officer than our President. He is not chosen by 



the people, but by the two Houses of the Legislative Body. 

The report of the Lexow investigating committee was 
made public on the 17th of January. It is a voluminous 
and lucid document. It is severe in its denunciation of 
the conduct of the New York police in interfering with 
elections, and in its condemnation of their general cor- 
ruption and extortion in connection with disorderly 
houses, pool rooms, policy shops, and gambling. It 
recommends radical changes in the police organization of 
the city, chief of which are the placing of all executive 
power in the hands of the superintendent, 'the making of 
the board of police bi-partisan by law, the application of 
civil service rules to promotions, the establishing of a 
careful system of auditing accounts, and the granting to 
the police commissioners the power, with the approval of 
the mayor, of dismissing anybody connected with the 
department. 

Secretary Carlisle's finance scheme has been killed in 
the House of Representatives. 

Senator Morgan's Nicaragua Canal bill passed the Senate 
by a vote of 31 to 21 on the 25 th ult., after several amend- 
ments had been made to it. 

A strike among the shoe workers in Haverhill, Mass., 
has been in progress during the month. Little disorder 
has occurred. The State Board of Arbitration have been 
on the ground, and have tried earnestly to bring about a 
reconciliation. The workmen have complained specially 
of the contract system under which they have been obliged 
to sign an engagement to give a week's notice before 
leaving, and to deposit with the firms sums of money 
which they must lose if they leave before the end of the 
year. The strike has been noteworthy for the number of 
women taking part in it. The Board of Arbitration have 
found the employers much more unyielding and unreason- 
able than the employees. Miss Willard and Lady Som- 
erset visited the place arid spoke to the women, counsel- 
ling them to peace and good order, but encouraging them 
in standing fast for right and justice. It seems it this 
writing that the trouble will soon be settled by a joint 
board of conciliation. 

The Russian Government has made a contract with the 
Bethlehem Iron Works for 1500 tons of armor plates to 
be delivered in St. Petersburg within one year after the 
drawings have been received by the company. 

An uprising against the new Government in Hawaii 
took place in the early part of January. The rebellion 
was quickly put down by the Government, and several of 
the insurgents were taken prisoners. A number of per- 
sons were killed, among whom was Charles L. Carter, 
Collector General under the new Government. 

The gold reserve in the Treasury has kept going down, 
almost by leaps and bounds, no less than seven millions 
having been withdrawn in a single day. The amount of 
the reserve is now about $56,000,000. Senator Sherman 
has introduced a very simple loan bill, whose passage 
would much relieve the Treasury officials though it would 
probably not check to any appreciable extent the outflow 
of gold. 

New troubles have recently broken out in Samoa and 
war and pestilence are desolating the island. 



